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T  H  E 


INTRODUCTION. 


O  M  E  may  think  it  odd  for  a  man  to 
fit  down  and  write  on  fo  trifling  a 
fubjedt  as  Vermin  ;  but  when  confl- 
dered  by  thofe  who  feel  the  bad  effects  of 
not  deftroying  them,  I  flatter  myfelf  they 
will  think  my  time  not  altogether  thrown 
away. 

The  method  that  the  nobility,  farmers, 
&c.  make  ufe  of,  is  to  fend  for  a  man, 
known  in  the  country  by  the  name  of  a 
Rat-catcher,  to  whom  they  pay  a  ftipulated 
price  for  every  Rat  ;  the  Rat-catcher  by 
this  method  picks  up  a  good  living  ;  for 
when  not  employed,  his  leifure  hours  are 
taken  up  in  cathing  Rats,  or  purchahng 
them  alive,  which  he  keeps  by  him  till  fent 
for  again,  and  the  morning  alter  he  has  fet 
his  traps,  he  carries  the  live  Rats  with  him 
in  a  bag,  and  impofes  upon  his  employer  a 
certain  number,  perhaps  not  one  of  them 
taken  in  the  traps  the  night  before  ;  there- 

fore 


(  ii  ) 

fore  I  would  recommend  it  to  thofe  who 
employ  thefe  people,  to  fee  the  head  of  e- 
very  Rat  cut  off,  elfe  he  may  be  affured  of 
paving  for  one  fet  of  Rats  brought  to  his 
houfe,  half  a  dozen  times. 

Some  Rat-catchers  have  a  method  of 
{tabbing  Rats  in  the  thatch  of  barns,  &c.  at 
random  with  a  long  fpear  ;  if  the  thatch  be 
old,  it  {hakes  down  and  the  water  lodges  ; 
if  new,  it  leaves  it  fo  light  that  the  rain 
forces  its  way  through,  and  rots  the  under¬ 
work,  therefore  of  bad  confequence  ;  the 
only  certain  method  is  to  fix  upon  a  board 
the  trap,  hereaiter  mentioned,  as  near  to 
the  holes,  at  the  bottom  of  the  thatch,  as 
poffible,  when  the  Rats  may  be  as  eafily 
taken  as  upon  the  ground. 
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OF  RATS. 

| IT 7  E  have  in  this  Eland  four  forts, 
\v  the  Barn,  Field,  Water,  and  the 
Houle- Rat. 

The  Barn-Rat  is  grey  upon  the  back, 
and  called  by  lome  the  Norway,  by  others 
the  Hanover  ;  it  is  no  matter  from  whence 
they  came  j  we  are  clearly  convinced,  to 
our  forrow,  that  every  part  of  the  Me  is 
peftered  with  them  ;  this  Rat  will  not  only 
frequent  barns,  but  ricks,  fewers,  hen-houfes, 
hog- flies,  under-floors  in  houies.  behind 
wainfcoats  and  cielings. 

OF  FIELD  RATS. 

HEY  are  of  a  brown  grey  call,  about 
as  large  again  as  Mice  }  you  will  find 

them  from  October  till  May,  by  the  fhape 

of 
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of  their  holes,  in  the  corn-fields,  which  is 
made  round  as  if  cut  with  an  auger :  when 
the  farmer  fows  his  wheat,  efpecially  upon 
one  ploughing,  they  run  from  one  end 
of  the  furrow  to  the  other,  and  eat  or  carry 
away  the  greateft  part  of  the  grain,  they 
will  likewife  run  along  the  drills  of  Peas  : 
you  will  often  find  in  the  hedge  row  ad¬ 
joining  the  field,  where  peas  are  fown,  a 
large  quantity  growing,  as  if  the  man  who 
had  the  drilling  of  them  had  thrown 
them  away,  which  is  the  place  they 
lay  up  their  ftore  in.  I  have  known 
them  carry  peas  the  width  of  ten  acres  in 

an  open  field,  which  is  near  160  - - , 

as  if  not  able  to  carry  them  as  far  as  the 
hedge,  and  what  they  left  of  thefe  have 
grown  as  thick  as  poflible  for  the  circum¬ 
ference  of  three  yards.  It  will  be  dange¬ 
rous  to  leave  traps  in  open  fields,  therefore 
in  the  canicular  days,  when  the  fields  are 
commonly  bare,  put  into  their  holes  a  few 
hemlock  feeds,  or  mix  up  a  little  flour  with 
honey,  and  a  little  ox-vomit  tlil  it  comes 
to  a  pafte,  which  put  into  the  holes,  and 
it  will  immediately  deftroy  all  the  Rats  in 
the  Field.  Of 
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OF  WATER  RATS. 

rpHEY  frequent  rivers,  banks,  &c.  I 
■  -*■  have  known  them  burrow  in  banks 
ilike  Rabits,  and  to  make  good  their  flight, 
they  always  have  an  entrance  to  their 
[  houfes  from  land  and  water  ;  they  live  up¬ 
on  vegetables,  and  are  fond  of  young  peas 
and  clover  ;  they  may  be  taken  with  the 
fame  cage  and  bait  as  other  Rats,  only 
remember  that  the  cage  will  not  fwim 
upon  the  furface,  therefore  it  mull  be 
buoyed  up  with  pieces  of  cork  or  wood,  fo 
that  the  holes  may  be  within  half  an  inch 
of  the  water ;  you  may  drive  four  flicks 
into  the  water  and  place  the  cage  upon 
them,  but  be  fure  to  take  care  it  (lands 
firm  :  the  (horteft  method  would  be,  if 
you  have  not  any  poultry  near  the  place, 
to  mix  up  with  the  bait  for  other  Rats,  a 
little  Ox-vomit,  which  will  deftroy  them 
as  foon  as  they  eat  it. 


OF  HOUSE-R  A‘T  S. 

THESE  Rats  are  black,  and  frequent 
the  Cielings  and  wainfcots  of  houfes 
in  out-houfes  you  will  find  the®  wader  the 

ridge 
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ridge  tiles,  behind  the  rafters,  &c.  the  place 
they  frequent  you  will  eafily  find  by  the 
blacknefs  of  the  rafters  they  run  upon, 
nay  you  may  fmell  them  :  th  c,  c  ci  ^  c  ci.  1 1  d 
bait,  hereafter  mentioned,  will  foon  take 
them,  only  obferve  to  place  the  cage  upon 
the  rafter,  &c.  where  they  run  ;  if  too 
narrow,  you  muft  fix  a  board  even  with 
the  rafter,  to  fet  the  cage  upon. 


The  Method  of  deflrtying  Rats. 

OME  make  ufe  of  fteel  traps,  others 
of  wooden  traps,  called  hutches,  in 
which  you  are  never  certain  of  catching 
above  one  Rat  at  the  fame  time,  unlefs 
they  fhould  happen  to  come  in  droves,  and 
fight  which  fhall  get  into  the  trap  fir  ft ;  and 
for  this  reafon,  the  Rat  which  touches  the 
bridge,  caufes  the  trap  to  fall  at  both  ends, 
and  fhuts  his  companions  cut  ;  befides, 
to  this  trap  there  hangs  a  great  expence, 
for  you  muff  have  a  fmall  wire  cage,  to 
take  the  Rat  from  the  hutch,  if  by  chance 
you  take  two,  which  is  five  hundred  to 
one  againft  you,  then  you  muft  have  a 
larger  wire  cage  to  put  the  taken  Rat  into, 

”  •  *■  -  i...  V-  1  ,i.f  i  •  v 

or 
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4  •  •  0  k  ... 

or  carry  a  pail  of  water  with  you  to  drown 
him,  which  is  not  only  tedious,  but  it 
keeps  you  too  long  in  the  place,  which 
ought  to  be  kept  as  private  as  poflible, 
for  Rats  are  as  fly  as  Foxes,  and  ought  to 
be  dealt  with  in  a  very  gentle  manner. 
1  he  flee! -trap  is  fo  expoied,  that  if  you 
take  a  Rat,  his  cries  will  make  the  reft  fo 
fhy  that  you  will  never  catch  another  in 
the  fame  place  ;  befides  the  common  me¬ 
thod  of  fetting  a  fteel-trap,  is  to  bait  it 
with  cheefe,  bacon,  &c.  then  place  it 
upon  the  ground  where  the  Rats  come  ;  as 
I  before  mentioned  that  Rats  are  very  fly, 
the  trap  fhould  be  difguifed  with  a  little 
mofs,  or  fomething  of  that  kind,  which  is 
at  hand,  and  nothing  expofed  but  the  bait, 
or  if  that  was  covered  it  would  be  as  well, 
for  they  can  with  eafe  fmell  it.  There¬ 
fore,  to  be  at  a  greater  certainty,  and  fave 
both  ex  pence  and  trouble,  I  recommend 
the  following  cage,  which  will  anfwer 
three  purpofes,  and  hold  a  dozen  or  more 
at  a  time  : 

Let  the  wire-maker  make  a  wire  cage, 
one  Yard  in  length, 


eiffht 
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eight  Inches  high, 

and  eleven  Inches  wide, 

with  a  *  Fall  at  each  end,  and  one  on  each 
fide,  the  fide  Falls  muft  be  made  fo  as  not 
to  intefere  with  the  ends,  nor  oppofite 
each  other;  when  the  cage  is  complete, 
let  a  carpenter  make  a  very  thin  deal  box, 
as  a  cafe  for  the  cage,  fo  near  the  exadt 
bignefs  of  it,  that  it  may  be  taken  in 
and  out  with  difficulty,  and  againft  the 
Falls  of  the  wire  cage,  cut  holes  in  the 
box  ;  this  method  may  appear  odd  to  many 
but  a  fecond  Rat  will  never  enter  a  trap 
or  cage,  if  he  fees  another  confined.  A 
night  or  two  before  you  intend  catching, 
take  the  box  only,  bait  it  in  the  manner 
following,  when  you  find  they  have  eat 
the  bait,  put  the  wire  cage  into  the  box, 
be  furc  you  clean  the  box,  leaf!:  any  thing 
iliould  obftrudt  the  wire-cage  from  going 
to  the  bottom  of  the  box,  then  put  a  little 

*  N.  B.  By  a  Fall  is  meant  a  wire  door,  hung  at  the  top  inflead  of 
the  fid  es,  and  the  lower  part  of  this  door,  or  Fall,  fhouid  have  the  wires 
extended  a  iittle  in  length,  and  pointed,  which  will  prevent  the  Rat 
from  lifting  it  up  with  its  nofe,  fo  as  to  get  out  of  thecage  again. 


of 
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of  the  bait  into  the  cage.  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  a  lock  and  key  to  the  box,  ( for  when 
traps  are  fet  it  nioft  commonly  excites 
people  to  be  continually  looking  at  them  ) 
for  which  you  muft  have  ftaples  and  a  pad¬ 
lock,  as  an  infide  lock  will  prevent  the 
wire-cage  from  filling  the  box  in  a  proper 
manner  ;  never  wafh  the  infide  of  the  box, 
if  the  dung  flicks  to  prevent  the  wire-cage 
going  down  properly,  fcrape  it  with  a 
knife ;  when  you  take  any  Rats  drown 
them  in  the  wire- cage,  and  when  it  is  dry 
put  it  into  the  box  again. 

Some  may  be  provided  with  traps  and  may 
not  choofeto  purchafe  this  wire-cage,  which 
however  is  by  much  the  beft,  they  may 
bait  them  with  the  following  pafte,  and 
remember  that  whatever  fort  of  trap  is 
made  ufe  of,  fhould  be  placed  as  fecret 
as  poffible  ;  round  the  trap  fhake  fir  aw  or 
fern,  that  the  Rats  may  come  in  private  ; 
if  you  find  any  holes  in  Barns,  8cc.  that 
go  through  into  orchards,  fields,  &c.  then 
take  a  red  herring,  tie  a  firing  to  the  tail 
and  draw  it  round  the  building,  then 
through  the  hole  to  the  place  where  the 
cage  Hands,  and  the  Rats  will  run  it  like 
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a  dog  footing  a  hare  ;  if  you  have  any  trap 
but  the  vi  ire  one,  bait  it  with  the  herring 
as  well  as  the  pafle. 

Receipt  for  the  Bait. 

‘Take  three  large  flpoonfulls  of flour, 
three  flpoonfulls  of  grated  white-bread , 
one  fpoonfuli  of  treacle, 
three  drops  of  oil  of  of  carr. aw  ays, 
three  drops  of  oil  of  annifeeds, 

Jix  drops  of  oil  of  red- herring, 
and  mix  them  well  together . 

It  will  be  proper  to  put  this  mixture  into  a 
bafon  or  pan,  for  paper  will  draw  the  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  oils  away. 

When  your  cage  or  trap  is  fet,  it  will 
be  neceffary  to  fcent  it  with  the  following 
oils,  for  which  purpofe  .take  a  phial  and 
put  therein, 

Half  an  ounce  of  oil  of  annifleed. 

Half  an  ounce  of  oil  of  rhodium. 

Half  an  ounce  of  oil  of  carraways , 

Ho  which  add  two  grains  of  mujk, 

then  take  a  feather  and  rub  round  the  hole 
of  the  trap  or  cage,  when  done  put  the 

feather 
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feather  into  the  infide  of  the  cage.  This 
receipt  will  take  all  Rats  excepting  the 
Field-rats,  for  which  you  have  had  a  re¬ 
medy  given.  Pleafe  to  obferve,  that  in 
whatever  place  you  fet  your  trap,  to  bait  it 
likewife  with  the  food  you  find  the  Rats 
deftroy,  fuch  as  oats,  wheat,  barley,  malt, 
guts,  &c. 


’ 


Of  MICE. 

WE  have  five  different  forts,  two  of  , 
which  differ  only  in  colour,  the 
Grafs-Mcufe,  and  the  black  Shrew-Moufe, 
which  are  very  harmlefs,  and  live  upon  ve¬ 
getables. 


The  H  O  U  S  E  -  M  O  U  S  E. 

Is  known  by  every  one  to  be  of  a  very 
devouring  and  nafty  nature  j  the  fhorteft  re¬ 
medy  to  deftroy  this  vermin,  is  to  mix  with 
the  feed  prefcribed  for  Rats,  hemlock  feed 
beat  as  fine  as  poflible,  which  fet  for  them 
at  night  in  a  plate  or  flat  pan,  which  you 
may  take  away  in  the  morning  j  be  fure 
you  move  all  eatables  from  the  place  where 

B  you 
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you  fet  the  feed  ;  this  method  will  imme¬ 
diately  deftroy  all  that  feed  upon  it.  Num¬ 
bers  there  are  who  do  not  approve  of  any 
poifonous  mixture  for  fear  of  accidents,  then 
you  may  take  them  alive  with  a  cage  made 

after  the  fame  manner  as  the  Rat*  cage,, 
only 

nine  inches  long, 
four  do.  wide, 
and  three  do.  high, 

with  a  fall  at  each  end,  with  a  box  as  be¬ 
fore  defcribed  for  Rats,  if  in  barns  the  Rat- 
cage  will  take  them  ;  the  cage  for  Mice 
muft  be  fet  with  as  much  care  as  for  Rats,, 
which  when  done,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  let 
no  one  go  into  the  place  after  you  have  fet; 
it. 

The  fcenting  oils  may  be  ufed  as  men¬ 
tioned  for  Rats. 


The  F  [  E  L  D  -  M  O  U  S  E. 

I  6  lomething  larger  than  the  Houfe-Moule, 
with  a  red  back  j  he  will  feed  upon  corn 
qv  flefh,  and  is  very  pernicious  to  farmers! 

and 


The  Complete  VERMIN-KILLER,  ri 

and  gardens  ;  he  will  run  along  the  drills 
of  peas,  and  under  the  furrows  of  wheat 
land,  fowed  upon  one  ploughing,  and  de¬ 
ftroy  the  greateft  part  of  the  feed  ;  in  fevere 
weather  he  will,  if  poflible,  get  into 
houfes,  and  deftroy  every  thing  in  his  way. 

The  cage  will  take  him  as  before  men¬ 
tioned  for  the  Houfe-Moufe.  When  you 
find  holes,  as  if  cut  with  an  auger,  in  the 
gardens,  mix  up  a  little  flour  and  honey 
with  ox-vomit,  which  put  into  the  holes  as 
low  as  poflible,  for  fear  any  poultry  fhould 
get  to  it,  and  when  the  fields  are  cleared  of 
the  corn,  in  the  canicular  days,  then  do  the 
fame,  and  it  will  immediately  deftroy  all 
Mice  that  feed  upon  it,  or  the  Rat  food 
with  hemlock,  or  ox-vomit,  will  anfwer 
the  fame  purpofe. 


®  c°<x  ®  ®  e6o°  &  ®  @  eo°°%  *  ®  *  0 6000  ®  6°®e^  *3  0  eo6®0 


Ihe 


MO  L  E. 


THIS  vermin  is  known  too  well  to  every 
inhabitant  of  this  ifland,  therefore  it  is 
needlefs  to  give  a  defeription  of  it.  The 
common  method  of  taking  the  Mole  is  with 
traps,  but  few  know  how  to  fet  them  ;  the 

B  2  certain 


1 2  The  [i Complete  VERMIN-KILLER, 

certain  method  is  to  find  the  angle  where 
the  Mole  runs,  which  prefs  down  with  your 
feet,  and  if  in  the  morning  you  find  the 
earth  raifed  up  again,  there  fet  your  trap 
and  you  will  be  certain  to  take  him  j  when 
you  have  fet  the  trap,  be  fure  you  cover  it 
and  the  hole  which  you  broke  up,  well  o- 
ver,  that  no  light  may  get  into  the  Angle,, 
for  the  Mole  will  certainly  avoid  the  trap  if 
it  fees  the  light.  Numbers  there  are  who 
imagine  that  a  Mole  cannot  fee,  which  is  a 
miftaken  notion,  the  eyes  of  the  Mole  you 
will  find  upon  the  fides  of  the  head,  about 
the  fize  of  the  point  of  a  large  pin,  appear¬ 
ing  like  a  fmall  black  Ipeck  :  to  prove  what 
I  have  here  faid,  whenever  you  find  a  fheep 
(which  is  often  the  cafe)  to  have  trod  in  the 
angle,  you  may  obferve,  when  the  Mole 
comes  next  to  lun  the  angle,  he  will  retire 
from  the  hole  the  fheep  made,  and  imme¬ 
diately  turn  the  angle  another  way  ;  fome 
will  fet  a  trap  twice  in  a  place,  which  is  a 
wrong  method,  for  the  Mole,  if  poffible, 
will  avoid  the  place  where  another  was  kill¬ 
ed,  The  Mole  will  heave  the  earth  three 
times  in  the  fpace  of  twenty -four  hours, 
fome  people  then  make  life  of  a  fpear. 
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I  would  advife  the  keeping  of  the  Moles 
taken,  lor  two  or  three  days,  till  you  think 
you  have  taken  the  greateft  part  in  the  inclo- 
fed  field,  then  cut  them  in  three  pieces, 
and  put  them  in  the  angles  as  nigh  the  edge 
as  pofiible,  i.  e.  open  the  earth  as  if  you 
were  going  to  fet  a  trap,  and  no  more  will 
enter  the  field  while  any  fmell  remains  in 
the  dead  pieces.  It  would  be  an  endlefs 
piece  of  work  for  a  farmer  to  take  Moles  by 
traps  upon  his  outfide  land  in  common  fields, 
unlefs  his  neighbours  would  join  with  him ; 
therefore  the  only  method  he  can  take,  is 
wherever  he  finds  an  angle  or  hill,  to  clear 
the  earth  untill  he  comes  to  the  hole  in 
which  the  Mole  runs,  and  put  therein  a 
piece  of  gar  lick,  onion  or  leek,  the  fmell  of 
which  will  caufe  the  Mole  to  quit  the  earth 
as  if  amazed  by  fome  fudden  fhock,  when, 
if  you  w’atch  the  land,  you  may  with  great 
eafe  kill  him.  When  the  farmer  fows  his 
feed,  before  he  harrows  it  in,  fow  at  each 
end  of  the  acre,  and  the  width  of  two  fur¬ 
rows  on  each  fide,  the  feed  of  Palma  Chrif- 
ti,  as  thin  as  pofiible,  and  no  Mole  will  en¬ 
ter  the  ground  on  which  it  grows ; .  if  the 

water 
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water  fhould  lie  in  the  furrows,  as  is  often 
the  cafe,  and  fometimes  upon  three  or  four 
yards  from  the  water  furrow,  then  fow  the 
feed  at  your  difcretion  where  you  are  cer¬ 
tain  it  will  grow. 

The  Mole  breeds  in  the  month  of  April 
at  which  time  farmers  and  gardeners  ought 
to  be  very  attentive,  for  by  finding  out 
where  they  breed,  they  may  not  only  take 
the  young  but  the  old  ones,  which  may  be 
done  in  this  manner  :  the  hill  thrown  up 
will  be  as  big  as  a  bufhel,  take  a  fpade  and 
dig  round  the  hill  a  trench  below  the  depth 
of  the  angle,  flop  the  holes  of  the  angles  on 
the  outiide  of  the  trench,  to  prevent  the 
Mole  running,  then  dig  him  out  with  a 
fpade  ;  be  careful  when  you  dig  the  trench 
to  fhake  the  earth  as  little  as  poflible. 


ANTS  or  PISMIRES, 


/'"'l  OMMQNLY  affemble  in  Mole-hills ; 

they  will  deftroy  barley,  rye,  hemp- 
feed,  linleed,  and  rape  feed  ;  other  grain 
is  either  too  large,  double-fkinned,  or  too 
fitter  ;  .when  you  find  them  in  quantities 

near 
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near  home,  pour  hot  Water  -upon  them  ; 
the  Farmer  When  he  dungs  his  land,  if  he 
ufes  afhes,  lime,  or  fait  fand,  he  may  be 
certain  no  Ant  Will  ever  flay  upon  the 
Ground  Where  any  of  the  three  is  fpread. 


DORES  or  BLACK  CLOCKS, 


TXT  ILL  deftroy  corn  before  it  fhoots,  af- 
’  ’  ter  Which  they  will  leave  it  ;  they 
do  the  farmer  double  injury,  for  they  are 
not  fatisfied  With  deflroying  the  grain,  but 
Will  pick  out  the  fulled  and  bed  corn.  The 
burning  of  couch,  or  any  other  Weed  that 
Will  caufe  a  fmoak  upon  the  land,  Will 
drive  them  away  ;  or  if  you  few  fharp  lime 
With  the  grain,  the  fmell  Will  affedt  them, 
and  if  they  eat  the  grain  that  has  touched 
the  lime,  it  will  immediately  dedroy  them. 


O  R 


Are  the  next  dedroyer  of  all  kinds  of 
grain  ;  for  they  take  it  When  the 
Dore  or  Black  Clock  quits  it,  which  is  at 
the  fprouting,  when  the  ground  hath  rotted 

■  ;  "  it 
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it,  and  the  milky  fubftance  is  breaking  o- 
pen  the  upper  hulk,  it  Ihooteth  forth  in 
little  White  threads  at  both  ends  ;  then  the 
Worm  feedeth  extremely,  and  fo  by  devour¬ 
ing  the  lubftance,  it  prevents  its  growing 
out  of  the  earth.  Worms  may  be  called 
the  citizens  in  the  earth,  they  are  innume¬ 
rable,  and  the  lofs  fuftained  by  them  is  in¬ 
finite.  ■ 

Before  the  Farmer  fows  his  corn,  let  him 
take  fome  Hemp,  boil  it  in  Water,  and  after 
it  has  flood  for  four  Hours,  lprinkle  the 
grain  before  he  fows  it,  and  no  Worm  will 
touch  it. 

N.  B.  The  imoak  of  ox  dung  niixt  with  firaw, 
and  burnt  upon  the  lands,  will  deftroy  all  the  Worms 
within  the  depth  of  the  plough.  Pleafe  to  obferve 
that  all  fires  made  upon  land,  Ihould  be  lighted  in 
the  evening,  when  clouds  bid  fair  for  rain,  then  the 
fmoak  will  fall  upon  the  Earth.- 


SNAILS, 
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SNAILS, 

,  .  « 

TIT  PILL  devour  the  grain,  like  the  Worms, 
»  »  in  the  milk,  feeding  upon  the  tender 
white  threads  which  fhoot  from  the  feed, 
and  would  rife  above  the  earth,  bein?  the 
ftalk  cn  which  the  ears  fhould  grow,  were 
were  it  not  devoured  by  the  Snail  as  foon  as 
it  breaks  through  the  earth,  for  they  fuck 
the  tender  fweetnefs,  and  deprive  it  both  of 
nourifhment  and  life.  About  three  weeks 
after  you  have  fowed  your  grain,  I  mean 
that  which  lieth  long  in  the  ground,  fuch 
as  wheat,  &c.  fow  foot  as  thin  as  poflible, 
and  no  Snail  will  come  nigh  it.  In  France 
they  fprinkle  the  lees  of  common  oil  over 
the  land,  which  prevents  all  fuch  vermin 
coming  nigh  it. 


GRASSHOPPERS. 

SOME  parts  of  England  are  much  pefter- 
ed  with  them  :  they  like  the  Snails,  de- 
ilroy  the  grain  after  it  is  fprouted  ;  fome 
people  have  a  notion  they  do  no  harm,  but 

B  if 


1 8  The  Complete  VERMIN -  KILLER. 

o 

the  farmer  will  but  examine  his  corn,  he 
may  foon  be  convinced  to  the  contrary  j 
lor  where  they  have  fed,  the  ears  of  the 
corn  will  be  withered  and  lean,  the  gram 
dry  and  dialled,  and  no  better  than  chaff ; 
lacy  wiil  feed  upon  all  kind  of  grain.  When 
tne  farmer  finds  them  upon  his  land,  his 
only  method  will  be  to  boil  wormwood  or 
cent u ary  in.  Water  lor  two  hours,  then  be~ 
fore  fun-rife  or  after  fun-fet,  with  a  whifk, 
Ipririidc  the  corn  when  juil  out  or  the  ground 
with  it  ;  any  bitter  concoftion  will  anfwer 
tne  fame  end,  the  Grafshopper  being  an  e- 
nemy  to  any  thing  bitter, 

j  When  we  confider  well  the  many  obffruc- 
tions  and  diradvantages  the  farmer  lays  un- 
cier,t.hro  the  innumerable  quantity  of  infcdts 
and  vermin  which  the  corn  is  liable  to  be 
destroyed  by,  when  firff  fowed,  after  it  is  in 
tne  ground,  when  it  firff  appears  above  the 
earth,  while  in  ear,  (perhaps  you  may  add  a 
blight,)  when  ripe  by  the  winged  race,  and 
when  in  the  barn  by  the  Rats,  &c.  I  fay 
when  we  coniider  thefe  things,  for  my  part 
a  i ecvlly  wonder  we  have  io  much  corn 
brought  to  market. 

Na  v 
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Nay  we  have  birds  which  are  not  fatisfi- 
ed  with  deffroying  the  corn  at  one  parti¬ 
cular  time,  for  they  devour  it  at  three  dif¬ 
ferent  feafons ;  when,  firft  foWed,  when  it 
appears  above  ground,  and  when  ripe  ;  yet 
fome  farmers  fay  they  do  good  ;  i  grant  it, 
they  do,  when  they  can  be  kept  to  eac 
Worms  only  ;  thefe  are  the  Grows. 


^  ^ 


CROWS. 


A  RE  worfe  than  Tithe-men,  as  they  take 
their  tithes  at  three  different  times  a 
year  for  every  acre  of  Land.  Some  have  a 
method  of  taking  them  with  a  Pin  crooked 
and  run  through  Peas,  or  they  keep  boys  to 
hallow  ;  but  boys  are  apt  to  deep  and  play, 
and  the  neglecting  of  the  land  one  hour 
will  give  the  Crows  an  opportunity  of  doing 
more  mifchief  than  the  boy  v/ill  do  good  in 
twelve  months.  I  recommend  the  fetting  of 
different  coloured  feathers  in  a  ring  about 

O 

five  yards  in  circumference,  in  three  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  land,  and  no  Crow  will 
come  nigh  the  place.  Field-keepers  are  tie* 

ceffary  juft  before  the  corn  is  ripe  ;  gun¬ 
powder 
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powder  at  no  other  time  is  of  any  ferviee 
unlefs  you  add  fhot  and  kill  them,  but  feme 
have  a  notion  that  Crows  are  fhy  of  powder, 
and  tell  you  they  can  fmell  it,  and  to  fhew 
how  far  this  notion  will  carry  a  man — I  re¬ 
member  in  1769,  that  I  met  a  farmer  of 
Tadcafter,  dreffed  in  his  fhort  coat,  with 
every  thing  neceffary  for  a  day’s  fhooting, 
going  only  to  fire  at  Crows ;  I  walked  with 
him,  and  when  I  came  to  the  field,  I  found 
it  fcwed  with  marrowfat  Peas,  upon  which 
was  ftuck  numberlefs  flicks  ornamented 
with  rags  that  had  been  white,  which  the 
farmer  had  changed  the  colour  by  a  daily 
firing  ;  I  enquired  the  reafon  of  his  firing 
at  rags ;  he  told  me  that  the  linen  held  the 
fmell  of  the  powder  for  a  long  time,  and 
that  no  Crow  would  come  nigh  the  field 
whilft  the  fmell  remained  ;  but  aiafs  !  how 
miftakenwas  the  farmer*  when  the  Peas  came 
up,  he  found  that  half  the  field  was  deftroy- 
ed  ;  and  to  prove  how  he  wafted  his  time, 
and  that  Crows  have  no  objections  to  pow¬ 
der,  (though  if  you  walk  with  a  gun  they 
appear  fhy,  blit  that  is  from  your  fueaking 
alter  them,}  if  you  ride  on  horfe-back  with 
-  .  a 
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a  gun  in  your  hand  you  may  come  within, 
ten  yards  of  them  ;  Crows  building  in  trees 
over  the  powder  mills,  which  are  continual¬ 
ly  blowing  up,  is  a  convincing  proof  to  me 
that  powder  hath  no  effect  upon  them,  lor 
the  blowing  up  of  the  mills  not  only  {hakes 
the  earth,  but  fcents  the  air  for  half  a  mile 
round.  When  farmers  are  peftered  with 
Rooks,  as  Gentlemen  keep  Rookeries  for 
the  fake  of  hearing  a  continual  Moife,  with¬ 
out  the  leaf!;  benefit  and  will  not  deftroy 
them,  after  repeated  complaints,  then  the 
farmer  muff  take  care  for  himfelf,  for  he 
may  be  certain  the  Gentleman  will  not  pay 
his  Rent,  though  his  Rookery  may  in  great 
meafure  have  ruined  him  ;  I  would  then 
recommend  a  pound  of  arfenick  beat  fine  in 
a  leather,  put  into  a  tin  pot  or  kettle,  with 
half  a  bufhel  of  barley,  or  a  fmaller  quanti¬ 
ty  of  each,  if  your  kettle  is  not  large  enough, 
when  foaked  a  night  take  the  barley  down 
into  the  field  the  next  morning,  when  you 
go  to  dung  carts,  round  every  heap  fcatter 
a  little  barley,  the  Crows  will  follow  the 
cart,  and  by  the  time  they  have  eat  it  two 
minutes,  you  will  find  them  tumbling  in  the 
"  '  .  Air 
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Air,  and  will  pitch  down  as  if  fhot ;  fome 
will  be  fo  ftrong  as  to  reach  the  Rookery, 
but  they  will  die  foon  after,  and  the  next  day 
you  w  ill  find  them  under  the  trees  in  aftate 
of  putrefaction  ;  by  ^ his  method,  in  kfs 
than  a  week,  you  may  deftroy  a  Rookery  at 
the  expence  of  two  shillings. 

We  have  a  number  of  winged  vermin, 
which  alio  pefter  the  Farmer,  fuch  as  Hawks 
of  many  different  Kinds,  Magpies,  Buzzards, 
Kites,  &c.  The  only  method  that  can  be 
taken  is  to  {hoot  them,  which  you  may  with 
eafe  do  by  flaking  a  chicken  by  the  leg  in 
your  orchard,  hide  yourfelf  within  gun  fhot, 
and  juft  before  he  ftrikes  fhoot  him  ;  a  fleel 
trap  baited  with  a  Rat,  Chicken,  or  what¬ 
ever  you  find  them  devour,  will  take  them. 


The 
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The  W  E  A  Z  E  L. 

J  S  fomething  of  the  Ferret  kind,  but  final-' 
■*-  ler  ;  it  will  deftroy  Rabbits,  Chickens, 
young  Ducks,  and  fuck  eggs  ;  you  may  al¬ 
ways  know  when  a  Weazel  has  deftroyed 
your  Chickens,  or  fucked  your  eggs,  for  they 
always  leave  the  carcafs  and  fhell  behind 
them.  You  may  fet  the  common  hutch 
trap,  baited  with  a  dead  Chicken,  or  what 
they  deftroyed  laft,  and  you  will  be  fure  of 
taking  him. 


‘Tha  Polecat ,  Fitchat ,  Fitchew,  Formet. 


HP  H  E  fame  animal  called  by  different 
*“•  Names  in  different  Countries  ;  he  is 
or  a  mifchievious  nature,  will  get  into  hen- 
houfes,  and  deftroy  Chickens,  Ducks,  &c. 
and  if  poffible  carry  them  away.  The  bell 
method  to  take  him  will  be  with  a  fteel 
trap  ;  obferve  well  the  way  he  gets  into 
the  hemhoufe,  and  at  the  hole  place  the 
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trap,  which  cover  with  earth  as  light  as 
poffible  ;  be  furs  you  place  it  fo  that  he  muft 
go  ever  it  to  get  into  the  hen-houfe,  which 
do  at  noon,  that  the  earth  may  not  knell  of 
your  hand,  and  to  prevent  any  thing  elfe 
from  being  then  caught  in  it,  lay  a  piece 
of  flit  deal  over  the  trap,  which  take  off 
when  you  go  to  bed  ;  you  muff  either 
watch  the  trap,  or  rife  before  the  poultry 
early  in  the  morning  to  prevent  them 
from  falling  into  the  fnare  ;  if  you  do  not 
catch  him  the  firft  night,  cover  the  trap  o- 
ver  as  before  mentioned  ;  if  you  have  not  a 
fteel  trap,  the  common  hutch  will  take  him* 
baited  with  a  Chicken,  Duck,  &c. 


The 
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The  S  T  O  A  T 


f~\  F  all  fmall  animals  is  the  word  ;  he 
^  will  run  through  a  whole  brood  of 
Chickens  in  a  little  time,  he  will  deftroy 
Hares,  Rabbits,  Pheafants,  &c,  his  method 
is  to  catch  them  by  the  neck  and  fuck 
them  to  death.  I  have  heard  a  Warren er 
lay,  (  the  truth  I  will  leave  my  reader  to 
judge )  that  he  has  often  found  Stoats  hang¬ 
ing  to  the  neck  of  both  Hares  and  Rabbits, 
and  have  Ihot  them  with  great  eafe  while 
running.  If  you  fet  the  hutch  trap,  baited 
with  any  thing  he  laft  deftroyed,  and  place 
it  under  a  wall  or  pales  where  theyrun  in  the 
night,  you  may  take  the  Stoat  ;  but  ob- 
ferve  when  you  fet  the  hutch,  to  place  a 
board  from  each  end  of  it  llanting,  fo  that 
the  end  farthefl  from  the  hutch  may  be  two 
yards  from  the  wall ;  thorns,  or  any  other 
thing  of  that  kind,  will  anfwer  the  end,  if 
laid  properly,  for  the  Stoat  will  avoid  a  trap 
only  by  going  a  little  out  of  the  way,  but 
this  method  will  lead  him  in  by  degrees. 

Hr  "  ’  .  '  "  ■'  The 
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'Hie  FOX. 


npHIS  animal  is  fo  fly  as  to  avoid  almoft 
'*■  every  thing  that  is  fet  for  him  ;  when 
the  farmer  finds  he  frequents  his  yards,  the 
beft  method  will  be  to  examine  well  which 
way  he  comes  ;  if  you  are  in  doubt,  take 
fome  fand  and  fhake  it  lightly  upon  the 
ground,  and  in  the  morning  you  will  find 
the  impreflion  of  his  feet  ;  there  fet  a  fteel 
trap,  without  any  bait,  cover  it  lightly  over 
with  earth,  which  take  up  with  a  fpade, 
leaft  he  fhould  fmell  your  hand,  and  lift  it 
over  the  trap  ;  this  you  muft  do  in  the  c- 
vening,  when  every  thing  elfe  is  gone  to 
reft,  leaft  they  fhould  be  taken  in  it ;  if  you 
do  not  catch  him  the  firft  night,  lay  apiece 
of  flit  deal  over  the  trap  to  prevent  any  thing 
elfe  getting  nigh  it  ;  if  you  find  him  fhy, 
take  a  little  flour  and  honey,  mixt  with  the 
blood  of  any  fowl  or  flieep,  add  ox-vomit  or 
hemlock  feed  bruifed  fine,  which  make  up 
in  balls,  and  place  it  in  three  or  four  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  of  your  orchard  or  yard  where  he 

comes 
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comes,  and  it  will  immediately  cleftroy 
him ;  you  mull  be  careful  how,  when  and 
where  you  put  this  mixture,  for  it  will  de- 
ftroy  every  thing  that  feeds  upon  it,  for 
which  reafon  you  mull  lay  it  late  at  night, 
and  take  it  up  early  before  Sun-rife  in  the 
morning. 


FINIS. 


